
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR MISSION 

COLUMBUS RESIDENCE is a Catholic-based organization providing Complex Care and Independent 

Housing to those living in the Columbus Community.  We are called to continue the healing 

ministry of Jesus and are committed to provide holistic, compassionate care in a multicultural, 

homelike environment. 

OUR VISION 

To be a home alive with hope, joy, meaning and motivation; entrusted to provide compassionate 

quality care to the community we serve. 

OUR VALUES AND BELIEFS 

In carrying our Mission, we strive to live our values of Spirituality, Justice, Stewardship, Mission 

Integration and Ethical Reflection. 

We believe in treating residents, tenants, staff, volunteers, family and the general public with 

honesty, equality, compassion, dignity and respect.  We believe in a wellness approach and in using 

a multi-disciplinary team to provide holistic, quality resident care.  We serve and honour residents 

and staff alike without discrimination because of race, religion, gender, age, disability, or sexual 

orientation.  Our approach includes: 

¶ Focusing on our Mission as we integrate our beliefs and our actions 

¶ Providing opportunities for spiritual growth and prayer 

¶ Making a commitment to life-long learning opportunities  

¶ Pursuing informed participative decision making and problem solving 

¶ Providing opportunities for people to develop their potential 

¶ wŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ 

confidentiality, and individuality 

¶ Creating a work environment that is consistent with our values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our spiritual role models - Saint Marguerite 
dõYouville, our first Canadian born saint and Father 
Michael McGivney, founder of the Knights of 
Columbus. Their spiritualties were based on the 
healing, compassionate ministry of Jesus and enabled 
them to dedicate their lives to the needs of their 
times. 
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Dedication 

 
This book is dedicated to the many individuals and groups who, through their 

generosity, compassion and dedication, formed Columbus Residence.  To all 

those who have worked or volunteered here, we gratefully acknowledge the 

contributions you have made to this caring and vibrant home.  Finally to the 

residents, the reason we all do what we do - may we continue to learn from you 

and be touched by your wisdom. 

 
 

 

 

 

Columbus Residence would like to take the opportunity to express our gratitude and appreciation to the 

Catholic Health Association of BC, Denominational Health Association and Vancouver Coastal Health for 

their support, guidance and encouragement over the past years. 

Columbus Residence has 23 independent housing apartments that make up a part of the Columbus 

community. These apartments are subsidized by BC Housing and managed by Columbus Residence. Many 

tenants are long term tenants ς two have lived with us for twenty five years! Tenants also participate in the 

many social events that take place in the care home, and some generously volunteer their time to assist in 

the chapel. We would like to express our appreciation to BC Housing for their support and collaboration 

over the past 25 years. 



 



Message from our Administrator Dale Clements 

What a joy it is to offer best wishes to Columbus Residence 

on the celebration of the organizationΩs 25th Anniversary! 

Over the past eleven years, I have continued to feel truly 

blessed as the Director of Care and now as the 

Administrator, in working together with the staff, 

volunteers, Board of Directors. 

Many changes have taken place over the years and these 

have provided an opportunity for staff to demonstrate 

flexibility, innovation and a strong commitment to the 

Mission, Vision and Values of Columbus Residence. 

The special dedication and hard work of all staff, volunteers, 

Board and our loyal service providers over the years has 

provided the residents with a home filled with happiness, 

purpose and hope; it is a privilege to be a part of this 

achievement. 

I look forward to the future and our continued work 

together as we carry out the healing ministry of Jesus Christ. 

  With blessings,   

Dale 

 

Message from the Board of Directors of Columbus Long Term Care Society 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the many people who laid the foundation and those who 
continue to pave the way making Columbus Residence the home that was envisioned over 30 years ago.  I 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ 
 
Two individuals I would like to specifically acknowledge are the late Walter (Wally) Nezil and Edwin (Ted) 
Hawthorne.  Wally spearheaded the operation and if not for him, I would not be writing this congratulatory 
message.   Ted Hawthorne, a founding board member in 1983, has remained very active as a Board and 
Society member over the years serving in various capacities and making far reaching contributions since the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ   ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, I wish to congratulate the Administrator, the Management team 
and the many staff and volunteers, who over the years have made Columbus Residence a home. 
 
Happy 25th Anniversary! 
 
Michael C. Steffen 
President 
Columbus Long Term Care Society 



Walter Nezil and his wife Mary at 

the official opening ceremony on 

January 19, 1991. 

After many years of planning, construction of 

Columbus Residence was finally underway! 

The Early Years - A Vision of a Home for Seniors 

Every story has its beginning and the story of Columbus 

Residence is one that began with the vision of the late 

Walter (Wally) Nezil, past Grand Knight, and other key 

members of the Knights of Columbus, Vancouver Council 

1081 to create a care facility and affordable housing for 

seniors in Vancouver. 
 

It has been said many times, that if not for the vision and 

steely determination of these Knights, and Wally in 

particular, Columbus Residence would never have been 

built. 
 

The period of time between the initial planning and the 

actual opening of the facility took nearly ten years.  

Numerous meetings were held in the basement of WallyΩǎ 

home where a multitude of issues were discussed and 

finalized prior to the decision to formally proceed with the 

project. 
 

Columbus Long Term Care Society was duly incorporated on 

July 25, 1983.  The journey from incorporation to actual 

construction was a long one. The society faced many challenges acquiring the land and securing 

the cooperative funding from various 

government agencies.  Acting on faith and a 

tremendous amount of hard work, the Society 

persevered to see their vision through to 

completion.  
 

Finally in January 1989 ground at the building site 

was broken and a few months later the 

construction of building began.  By summer of 

1990 the building was nearing completion.  

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΩs first management team, 

led by Administrator SeŀƳǳǎ hΩaŜƭƛƴƴ ŀƴŘ 

Director of Care Wendy Wulff, were charged with 

the task of setting up a care home and all that entailed.  Seamus and Wendy were soon joined by 

managers, Sandra Malone (Care Coordinator), Sandra Martin (Director of Programming & 



An honor guard of Fourth Degree Knights 

lead a procession into our newly opened 

home. 

Columbus Residence is 

blessed by Monsignor 

David Monroe. 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άƻǇŜƴƛƴƎέ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ 

our 20th Anniversary celebration in 2010: Inder 

Malawarair, Sandra Martin, Vicky Louie, Sandra 

aŀƭƻƴŜΣ {ŜŀƳǳǎ hΩaŜƭƛƴƴΣ and Wendy Wulff. 

Volunteers) and Margaret Olver (Food Services Supervisor).  There were staff to hire, supplies to 

order, procedures to put in place and all before the building was even ready for occupancy. 
 

In early September 1990 the first group of staff 

gathered on the 4th Floor for a week-long 

introduction and team-building orientation while 

construction workers finished work on the floors 

below.   
 

The opening of the SeniorsΩ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ 

took place on September 29, 1990 and the Care 

Unit opened shortly after on October 15, 1990.   

By the end of November we were a full house with 

over 100 residents and tenants calling Columbus 

Residence home.   

 

The challenge ahead seemed enormous; a new building, new staff 

and residents coming together for the first time.  But everyone 

believed that we were part of something very special and this spirit 

carried us through those chaotic first months. 
 

¢ƘŜ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ hǇŜƴƛƴƎέ was held on January 19, 1991.  The ceremony 

was attended by over 300 guests, including an honour guard of 

Fourth Degree Knights, representatives of the Ministry of Health, BC 

Housing Management and the Canadian Mortgage and Housing 

Corporation. The 

building was blessed 

by then Monsignor 

David Monroe and 

commemorative plaques 

were unveƛƭŜŘΦ  ²ŀƭƭȅΩǎ 

wife Mary who was so 

supportive in the early years of planning, joined in 

ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άǊƛōōƻƴ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎέ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ  

 

The vision of Columbus Residence had become a 

reality, but even as the opening ribbon was cut, 

plans were already underway to build a chapel for 

the new home.  Also initiated at this time were 


